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Abstract: Land use impacts climate, and climate in turn influences land use at
different spatial and temporal scales. In this talk, I will show two of my studies
illustrating these points. First, I will use Costa Rica’s Monteverde Cloud Forests
to show how changing land use can impact the climate of remote biodiversity rich
hot spots. Next, | will show how | determined the impact of climate variability on
global crop productivity variability. This second case study deals with agriculture
- the most important land use for sustaining human civilization and how it is

impacted by climate.
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